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many of the peasant children of the district. No less was her charity to
the poor. She always saved part of her own rough and not too abundant
fare so as to be able to relieve the roaming mendicant and the destitute
child. It is related in the Acts of her Canonization that God even in
this life often rewarded His handmaid by signs and wonders, as when
He caused some bread she had reserved as usual for " her poor/' but
which her harsh stepmother had hidden, to blossom forth into beautiful
flowers. It is also recorded that she more than once walked on the
surface of the waters of a flooded river on the way to Mass. Of
course, for some time the devotions of this youthful hermit were re-
garded by the more thoughtless of the villagers as a subject for jest, but
the unmistakable signs of holiness, which even the most casual observer
could not help noticing, gradually silenced the voice of rustic criticism,
and many who had been inclined to scoff, came to acknowledge that Pibrac
and its district possessed a Saint in the poor little shepherdess who lived
so much alone. Neighbours were not the only ones to learn the lesson.
At the eleventh hour, Germaine's own father awoke to a sense of the great
wrong he had permitted to be done to his daughter, and at last put his foot
down and ordered his wife to treat her as well as the rest of the family.
But just as history tells us that even prisoners after long years of confine-
ment acquire a sort of attachment to their cells, so Germaine by this
time had come to look upon her life of solitary pastoral care and com-
munings with God the great Shepherd of Souls, as part and parcel of her
existence. She had so long lived wrapped up in divine contemplation
and the enjoyment of celestial delights, that mere human amenities, even
those of her own home, seemed poor and profitless by comparison. It
was in every way fitting that one whose whole life had been made up of
hardship and neglect, even in the midst of her own family, should have
left the world unnoticed. Germaine Cousin, the wonderful shepherd-
girl who had experienced twenty-two years almost of griefs and sorrows
that would have broken the resolution of even the strongest, was found
dead on her rough bed of leaves by her father when he went to call her to
her daily round one morning in the summer of 1601. The widespread
reputation for holiness which had grown round Germaine Cousin shortly
before her death, and the hard life she had endured so cheerfully and use-
fully, made the people of Pibrac desire to have her body interred in the
Parish Church, and her remains were in consequence buried close to the
pulpit. Forty-three years later the body was found incorrupt, and not
only that, but elevated almost to the level of the church floor. The wooden
coffin was now enclosed in one of lead, this latter a sort of thankoffering
from a Mdme de Beauregard, who was believed to have been cured of a
dangerous ulcer through the intercession of the holy girL Nearly a century